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v 4\ith ret* r#nos ta pwvioran dorr©apcwcir#nor . pnrinp *vith 
your deapfttOh 4o*^€ Of Au^Urt Flet Ir.f-t, < ' hV/4^ }0/£ : ) , 

rirePton* *I*prr v rubber Corprry ( I l i vp 
the V Or . Ur to rtpott that ? he—r-’n-rit' i ir- 5 hWrrenn 
e Wired • ere e fr ^ yr ;:rj u * vt , r *‘lr* wie'r view© 
before tlin hi^? m ±£-n ^v^iirU'., i : r. n* from an entirely 
rH ; • M« f a nr ■ : 4 . *.} t : • . . _\a r' r . - fi * to 

?i L r t 1 f . ' mi If 11 ;■ oori how *s s *e QonOoBBiwo 
in 2" * ; a to tot of i, > ■ . . T* t» . cti j tary 

of 11* Vr>*a$mry ■ >lr re;* Inf t tout# 1 f ^Vflmnent 
In ?io gracious to conclude the ?^re^nant t'.pt they would 
b* otvppr^ to waive V. e t#a t of r i cent© par acre 
'Ti it iwf* in A^zraament So *? , Lf the vd* riofiti fl a prapf** 1 

}■ ard ©nour*' * V e-y woulc* then br content .will a percentarc 
on br- nrofit. 


to karm^hile t> f fira la gtrdually extendin^ 
ita are ua rat law ,andj 1 ia« inport ©* 4 too t or tn tj.orerr.de it er 
Bppll&ncep. I haw 01 it flavoured to obtain an order for 
any motor bjota that aay be needed for dritiP 1 menufaoturerp 


Ills Principal 

F oretarv of Ftote 


n AV attention hep be^n called to th# fact 
t 1 at l’ e Liberian toweratoeot apparently intend to expropriate 
th«f t-r'ibee on wl oar lend the rubber Is u be prowspjflttout 

oor. penaatlon,aiu? it fo&f* been ©u.-v^ated t ; ^ that this 

la 


for for* Ur* Affairs* 

etc* f ftto* ©t©. 
Foreign Office 

I r i- t 












in » t pr 013 the part p. member of the 

beafrur jf liutiom t since there d^es not eera to be eny 

auestl a or oomprnpatlne the aborigines, People apeak of 

« * 

a earaewlet pita 11 nr c»ee in wliioL ti e i*old Coast frow niSF v 
are to h/we been oonpelled by r dealsion of the 

Coun 1 tt oompeusete natl top r? J fscben * 


i. I am abt oampatent to fora an opinion on 
tl p equity of tie Id herinn joto nntn v 1 p action,assuming 

V ii eventuate a a «hldh depend* ,of course whether 
v 1 *nn- rt?T.3 t.ir *.$.r ©eh*nt, a&v*irt eiaea i fee 1 tat 
1 ■ € Iti’ e V‘ r, ut ^itLep vnuia r„- rttug in the beet 
int©»f thr ^public ,mic pxv j-bl\ uf th© diapne&e&ded 
ir.t''.■*•■=* . f -:pv tf. 1 t er_* VLe fv/::.e Oortaiiily 


offers e > r if' ■ \ of developin* cjib enriO; ia^ the 
: .;rritrv t r,v t A *' r rm ' r * rr* ; .. \v *- 1 '. * r ken over will 

no doubt be employed by the f|j& it better *Jt*#e8 ti^an 
+J -• ~ v . 1 ** ■ ■ * 'f V ' "butt jf tl iir labour on their 

f’XTP. T c^r, i't tv yny rf* t ..’ tl inotioii ploture 

......_• . it: real mjaev to native 

■ rlbe 1 r f . bj, ■ y "-h t o’.jf toie tti*.-: f aud it If p^rhepe b*%tar 

t ot 1 * * r ,uth o-itl.f r Ri: *ul r f *r], i | pel*sc t .* land ,i an 

$ > tj.rov,- the :■ :^.e of coweaBatiou unc then 

d 1 vldlnr r up rpor^tly aiionf t ^ ■ *- *he 

JF 

-ice ■ * f *€ 'f ip.;, tl i; . ynr^Vk.y., ‘in?: t):ese people 

1 2 e vi ;b pu jl;V-— . >4 . i . .r on tfhloh t .ay 

ve liver: o^utontedl^ ravt for t..i= of 1' e 

-IV.' v u. :r n T Li.*' e"toe r r o r o f -... h rout i < r 

'»3 t* . I fpir *' t to rel^ the tjueption ;-tt tills juncture 

would cmipe the eoi fjre to oollr^pRO. In ®oxe vaye t at 
would be well t but there are the Interests of local 
British fir s to be c >ue idered .ai^oe U oount on an 
lne^>ase of trods from the ' : evelopiLsnt of the entp^prit^ 
a ultimately If renotely f rra Is t : e Int^^ppt of the 


bovx jIcp r 









boreholeert * 

nirjpleet ntetbod at rtf-curing jurtic# 
foT t) ese rk-tivas* would be to ^i;lt u* ^11 tijs lireston# 

Gowpany h&fl Committed Itr-eif too cu»*o!y to wit! dre w befor# 
rttain^ toe ciueattoii or oonpuusatloti for diaposi&ef p *d 
natiwa, »t>.er puot a plan la 6ataa#ndable from t" f r spoilt 
of ethlcft in int^mat tonal raleti- .nt* I do not kn*iv*, but 
r.p nt?It! r cartl .pf Vo 1 e fi nf r^rt havo ti^ublt 6 t* v ifr-Iwa 
about to# po#Ltion of 1 $%m #aipxo£riivkii<S peurl# ,1 oan&ot a## 
tlftt t' ev o p* f rve' aTtV aoc* <■■ lit 1 t ot>?ir * r \ Iou, ch- t ,T 
t 1 e dlSi. oapf fipec ^ vW ,i-.&w t n< t ^ f o vrwvt e.s to 
neoerritate ^triflei:^ t: e Ur..t ?t? of t: >e# rho mpy 
rxoeot t j s : : Lvc p ■ ire] - pct «* * vf li f ror. I p dpvl jp t« nt 
of t ■■» r '-vn*r3' a by ’jrsdulf rnreirito t# act Lon* 

l L*vt? ii e i>onaux to be 
&lr, 

bit} .era at i /utb and r« Rpeot 
¥or,X i „ 3 t ■ oh f ' l f: *t 


}.u*ool# 
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£ir t 

■* 

Vitth r^f**renoe to ore vie ue correspondence .ending 
with ay despatch ©•! ? of the ?lst Xnrtimt } :h epf oting 
tii’ Fir-'rt ore ^7 f r* £ '.libber Cowpfflp f I have the honour 
to trrnerit to * T ou herewith p Sutimary of the Agreeroent 
between the Cloverniaent of Liberia tuid th* American flrsa 

i 

I T#ot:le otm#‘."ve that the proposals as here £et d ->wn have 
b^oti rlt*r*d pw or<sefi „ but ^ reliable inforrrnt 
tell* at that £ue aitfrdtiJiie ar* not material* 

?, 1 have ohTi* in&d *hii 5 document by disorest 

means 1 eud if the fir-a should Pi*ro and ftart opemtioni I 
believe t: et I can Keep their prtfbeitdlngB under obeervptlua 
in eo far as their relation® with the Iilberleii Authorities 

*r e oirj'-f^vr einiir'.r net. ode * a report on the political 

street -f the flr~* enterp:ise l.us .>t-eu eeut tv iil.e Foreign 

X Jiev# t; a honour to be. 

Office* 

Sir* 


With great truth nnd respect, 
Voter coost obedient 

1 uirbla Servant, 


Kts *£• Prinait al 

8«oretrir^' of State 

for 1 'oreirn vffedre, 

eto * j etc * etc * f 

Poreii’i Oft ic©. 


Lord on t r /V. 1 


i 











••9.87. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to my despatches In 
the Overseas Trad series numbered 7;13;& 21; which 
you doubtless had on opportunity of perusing, 

relative to the Firestone Tyre & lubber Company, 

2 m I Lave been able by olsorest means to 
obtain a oopy of the Agreement between tire bovsrnE^rit 
of Mberla end thifcs American firs in summarised fxorsi, 
and I transmit it to you 3herewith» It will be seen that 
if the projects outlined are carried out there will 

be an Americam interest In this Republic of such 
im.nitude as to give the United States a stronger 

claim to interfere in Liberian affairs than tl e fading 
sentimental association at present existing,and the 
presence of the merioan concern may also operate as 
an indueetsent to such interference. 



friwinwigu i ■ ■ w 

J FILE Mo, 

j REG, No 



LMUdBOH 
kOimtU* 
June 39th 1924. 


3* The four represent lives of the Company 
now here i^ve shewn a marked part laity for the Oeroi-n 


elanifat,Their Informal adviser is a Hungarian of aermen 


up-brin lag,They Jieve dealt principally with the merman 


firm of humenapf Sc Co, ,and associated mainly with 


His Majesty's Principal 
Feoretary of State 
Tor Foreign Afreirs, 
eto, | etc, , eto, , 
Foreign Office, 

London, s*W* l. 


hernia ns * 











Gomans. T\ By have avoided the British firnis t and have 
not called at the private Louses of the c lef British 
agente ,nor at this Legation , pb 1b usual when iwvoomers 
arrive to engage in oonrerole j pursuits* fha French 
Charg£ d *Affaires lae had a confidential iatervif ■# 1th 
the Ik at. of the 'experts’mission',end I am reliably 
iufax»e£ that ■- n bjeot of the conversation w; s V e 
projects French railway. It /ill he not load that the 
Agrer^eat c-rovi tf for the ^rant of certain righte in 
rr^ rr to r, 11 &c* It is a lon^ time since I served 

in the United States,hut * cu-eta to rem©EX>er that the gr .up 
t « w' ioh tile firm now belongs was identified with ^erm&u 
end Irish* hmerlean I uteres w f" ji I ■*-»! d t": i oit ed ant 1- or It i e j •. * 
tendencies, 

The attitude of even a large Amerioan enter- 
-prlR^ here would scarcely Interest his r a 1 Government 

were It not t>at it migirt reasonably be expected to bring 
about Rome repercussion In the ^nerloan State Department. 
Such matters, however, lit in the future t and I merely 
Indicate them to shew" v hi oh way the "vlnd la blowing"* 

5.1 have Interviewed British business men here 
who assure r.e that they do not oare hie tlier the American 
concern giv* a most of its business to X>cal German houres t 
pf they believe that th©y will make their profit from the 
money spent py the greatly increased number of wage—earning 
notiwr tat would follow on the Initiation of a large 
seal© enterprise* What they do fear 1© the increase In 
Of naan Influence tliat nifeht arise from the sympathetic 

support jf the Gnje-^rnn concern* 

6* Yon will observe the refer©r ce In paragraph 
? of my Overseas Trade Lo* 11 to a breakwater t and if you 
ooDoare it with No.3 Agreement y iu will see that efte" all 
the Firestone Company oontempl-ate the mire anbltims 

project, I bsvt a / thing to add Lj re rkr about ^srr 

Elder 







Elder Dempster's apprehensions* 

i ..i 

7* Th& Firefitone Company are said to ir.ve 
established a large credit with the ^ank of Uritish 
Y*est dTrioa in Monrovia* It see me not inipralxhbl! © Uiat 
tli© enterprise would be a good thing for the -fenk .but 
it appears advisable to observe tlat t-henoef orth t.va 

interests of ..is kajeety'* Government rmd the denk uight 
diverge ell. htly.hitherto the confluence of their 
interests has been a great asset in pranvotiuc i^ritisto 
objcott in LI curia, 

8* I should tdn that the Agreement as here 
furnished has been somewlmt amended t out my informant 
understfrUJS t^A the abutments ere not material* 

<1* Althoug the A^reenent has yet to be 
signed by the American flra.it is not too earlj? to 
emmaxise the various aspect* of this new problem s t ey 
appear to me* From the standpoint of drltink trade 
here tl e establishment of a i&rare vr.eriQfia rubber— 
ir-Mtnp enterprise with, its subsidiary road building *o 
is good,beoause It puts mure i^ney into circulation. 

Against it *L©re are the. ooneiaerations that it seems 
lih-rll to increase wraan influence; if not unfriendly 
it is at any rat© not friendly to iirittsh. intore b te; 
it is perforating wotk will oh i had hoped our firms might 
smnaoa up energy ;*nb enterprise to do,in a sphere which 

seems more suited for drills: than for American Rotivities; 
it may favour the elrei dy subslf i^cd iJulI ftes^s) Line 
at the expense of jU? flJ irpia^l™ 1 * 11 * our of 18 AP 

protects w)hy r>eoial f cilitit r for using the breakwater, 
it ©^da b new political oomplicetion to the already 
involved field of Liberian polities* incidentally it is 
njoet likely t> stiffen the fr ok? of the Liberians in 
dealing with U.e French and British traders and Gownmeuts 

- for a li^rge practical Jbnerloc-a interest in t e epuoiic 

must 



met diminish our respective influence oo rr#= spendingly; 
fily ( wlt?i hu utterly corrupt and uasa^ipulou# 
Oevernnent * legislature »«nd Judiciary *there t*re infinite 
posaibilitief for & typical American larg^ sanle 

entprprise/unless indeed sue' concerns hrve hnc r 
change jf lieart" since the tine when I served in the 
Jniteo States tmd witnessed fr’aft in e.ll its gl *ry p 

13* It may b* relevant to rema rk that oy 
absorbiat, labour there -jould probably in tine be 

i 3 vrtage of men. for work in our Oold ^-oast Mnes ,nnd 
ti r e if'L ente to femando -o would automat ice ily oe pe f 
It tfili oe b ome tl&e,however,before so trio- labour woul * 

b« :j there ate ot .er me more lusted lots factors 

work in ooiLection vltfc these labour shipments f &s 

j")ur Department ie aware. 

11* Xn conclusion I would stete that all 
t e >!<* resident® s.erc p edict failure for tie enterprise 
ns the Dlberianp • avc eo facilities for "strangling*' 

it ono« it lies served its purpose to them of extracting 
p.oney, or once they are t^t money cannot be extr ctect„ 

I leeii nor» sfed Bkwre to the belief that the Liberians 
do not >mt this country developed by foreign elements , 
the "Ifippy family * that dovj misgoverns it lee more 
to profit from plundering the natives than from the 

exploitation of the country's const dere-ble dormant 
re<-ouro<sa. 

I have ti*e honour to be , 

Sir, 

it%h r: sot truth md respect, 
four most obedient 

humble Servant, 






ufimary of Propos 1n f Consisting of three 
Agreements for leases of 1 and Construction 
of Public Tmorovemente, submitted to the 




Govorimont of 
.Firestone by 


Iberia on yvhilf of MrJIarvey 
r* William DJiineB. 


Iio»l gr fceaent . 

tf#t* 

Relating to the of land 

Property faereafGer known as 
the ount Barclay Rub.ar 
Plant ttion. 


V* 


and 




Article 1. 


Article 2. 


A. Lease and Rights to operate the boant b relay Rubber 
Plantation for a period of ONE year with the option 
of Reno al for t period of blKETT 1NE years, 

B. Rent a Payments to be GliE dollar, Gold per aero for 
the first year (payable quarterly in advance)* In 

he event of Renewal, Rental payments to be TAG dollars 
Gold per year. 

0, Object of the ONE year lease for purpose of experiment- 
-ation in productivity of the soil and Costs of Frod- 
-uetion with a view to producing Rubber on an extensive 
scale in Liberia, 

B. In event of experimentation on the Mount Barclay Rubber 
Flotation proves satisfactory the lessee agrees to 
enter into a lease of ONE :*1LLI0H teres of land under 
the terme and conditions set forth in the attached 
agreement No*2. 


A, Government guarantee of title, v lidity of lease and 
rights to operate the Mount Barclay Rubber Plantation, 
ahl iso reasonable co-operation in securing, sufficient 
labour for the efficient operation of the Plantation. 


Article 3, 

A. /ill products of the Plantation, and Machinery, tools, 
supplies, furnishings ate,, necessary to the efficient 
oper tion of said property to be free of taxation, 
except the Customs Revenue Tax Schedules now in force. 

Article 4. 

A. Lines of communis tion, such as hi Tivn ys, rail^ys 

and waterways, conetruoted and established by the leastt- 
outside the eompoi.udo of the Plantation for the trine- 
-port tion of supplioe nd materials and the export¬ 
ation of Products' to become the Public Property of the 

Government of Republic of Liberia under reasonable ter 
and conditions for reimbursement to the lessee of 
the actual cost of such construction. 

B Lines of eo^munie tion such s telegr ph, telephone 
and vireless, constructed k established by the lessee 
for the effective A* ficlent operation of the 
PI mt tion to remain the property of the leni ee, but 
to be subject to the uae of the Liberi *n 'jovernnent 















Surj’riry of Propoa Is 




o,2 /vRyoTOent , 



Kol ting Lo ih© lo r»e; of land consisting 
of "tia lilllon res fox- t?to 'ovelopnnnt * 

of P. ul&ber rt ro'.-’lag^ 




Loti ;® of IXLLIO?' '©rto of land wlt'iin the b<w 9 ftaries 
v*f the Republic of Liberia for a patflod on MlIETT • 
yorjrs, action &n<l 1 location of ff id l id *o be 
&-do frithiij one year (experimental period) Lejnse on 
^orTit- : relay Hnbbor rlant itlon. 




“• rcos to take possession of said land at the rate 

of al 1*- : t tk;i Tiir. ;;•»;&]> seres each Wear for Tlja ouooesBfe 


rt; end at the expiration of %him\fW years to enter, 
into possession of the reminder of the l nd at the r to 
of at le st Ft FT? . err.- or r ysir. 


rticle 8. 


TCKIcIc ! 3Z 


• , ■ * - ^rm. 

Ko'f t I payments to bo nt tho rate of FrtfS cents jold per 
year (p yable in advance) for the first SIX ycX-ru and . 

co te gold per .ere per year tboroafter* 

(n lg. The lot .6 years of pi nt a lion operations tho 
period or unproductivity to brinv the rubber troco into 
be firing.} 


rticle 3 * 


Gcvcrmaont guarantee of title, v lidlty of lo: so ahp 
ri^jt to develop said land,including ole. ring,cultivation \ 
planting, ate. 


Article 4* 


« 'ToductV of property of said land, including mehii nvy, 
supplies, tools,furnishings and buildings constructed for 
the effective and efficient operation of its development 
Lo bo free of internal revenue taxes. 


B, 1 achlnexy, tools, furnishings oto, purchased nd imported 
for the effective nd officiant operation of the l^nd, to 
be free of p- 11 GustOEs Revenue Taxes, except as ^rovidod 
by the Legislation and Schedules non in force. 


rticle 3* 


Lessee hi s exclusive righta and prlvolegec upon r* tid l^yid 
IiflyiijTtirtiir cuiTtroi-saf botluqixrtzmyioxkhla ^grceiaeiit For 
*bt construction oj highways, r\ilway?s end V tor. yo, for 
th© effective nd efficient operation of the property and 
its development. 




°* En c r & of Tire, difiactof and ny other unforeGacn circuit*- 
-st ncco ihxt n 7 davainp tk^k 1 terror© ith the normal 
v r.rd provided development of said land, beyond tho control 
of both parties to this r -roomers!, a uf r 'ioiont 1 roason- 
~aUe ©rctencion of time shnll ho given by the Government 
of tho Republic of Liberia and the Lessee for th© carrying 
out of the Provisions of this agreement. 


article o 


I 


Linos of oo:x;nmic^tibns rruch <as highways, rail.trys and 
ritorrrayB, conn true ted and established' by the lecso© 
outride tho confines of the 1 nd lo oed under this 
utgrooMcnt ou 11 be mihi«©+ i.*> .^«a ,—*• 










Page 3 


Oa v*ary of Proposals 


Article 5 (continued) 

















.. Lines of co.r ur*ic t ion such 2 telogjnpihf telephone 

wireless constructed and established by the Locao , 
outside IhC^'pOtvfl’nes efthhi laud leased under this 
igreoacnt oEall bo subject to the some conditions an 
net forth in k tg ficnt 1, rticle 4, Lection 3. 






.- . j <ffhz£ 




a ,.fiRRr«Kyp^ 








rticl© 1 



FtEL..TIH6 TO THE C 0!f SECTION OF PUBLIC 
IHPR0VEK3BTS, XSCLUOXUQ H0N30VIA ( 

:. ; yjR os. .■' Hjn , .3 facilities, 

PO(ER etc. 


3«S; -• -. 




\\ 








Contingent u;*on the acceptance of both parties to 
Agreements Sos,l and 2, the losses will undertake Harbour 
Improvement at Monrovia t constructing necessary brenk- 
- ..ter f wharfage or lighterage facilities tot ;1 

expenditure not to exceed THRBE HDHUflSfl T: 
doll rs* * 


■Ol; 


B. 





io Government of the republic of Liberia r e® to 
place at the disposal of the lessee Millie Lends 
continuous to the iartoour Improvement for obV ining 
rock and other-row materials sufficient to the economic 
construction of said development* 


C* The Government of tho Republic of Liberia also agrees to 
lease public izuids or co-operate with the lessee in obt in¬ 
king - stiff telont private property for the construction 
and ost blishncnt of t: rehouse facilities that vrJJtl bo 
ample for the. use of lessee and in keeping with the harbour 
aprovoments* 


article 2* 


. Upon grecaont between both parties as to the extant of 
flnid Harbour Improvements the Government of Republic 

i 

the Lessee until o .id duos have repaid the r.ctual cost of 
such improvement ith interest at 6 per cent, 

B* Tli© Leasee agrees to main tain md repair said Harbour 
Improvements and the Government of LLe Republic agreed 
to reimburse the loasce for such ru dft ton nee ^nd rep tim 
from said Port t Harbour Dues vith interest at 6% 

Article 3, 

A, The Government agree* to permit the lessee to develop 
such n ttcral power, hydro—electric, etc,, that rill -id 
in the development of its op r tions under favourable 
terms and conditions to both parties* 
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(47/j>4/A75) y 



BKtFIEB LLIiaTZW 


Juu* 36tl. 19^4, 


Sir, 

I Uve :.onour to actooirl^go, with tLenka,the 
reooipt of \jur PvV6i of t e Inutant oontaining 
certain confidential inform it ion of particular interest 
to Hie iiajtfii's Government„ 

I woulo e'vprcHfi cy .1 gh appreoiatioii 
of L c Important serv oe you Lave rendered to British 
Inters ftf in Liber ia by ooctuu loading these details, 

,4 nd especially qy doing eo with euoh promptitude* 

I lave tie 1 on >ur to be, 

£ir, 

'/ au- o ik f ie nt b e rvent, 

K 4 ^.,Gharg6 d’Afairea & 
Consul-General, 


T^WaXmeley ,E‘eq. t 
Agent of 

liaperM Sld-r Dempster & Go* ,1/ttf. 








rihlTISi: l^aTI >:j, 




Hi 

t -fvC 


Over geag Tr»d 


^ No ■ 1 ft ■ 


> 


* % T • Vi" -1 * 

JU. #** m h -4-J - 


Oune 21©t 19^* 


Fir, 

V’itli Nfemof t> pr-viour. correspondence ending 
wit ; d^apr-tch No. 11 of t-fco loth Inrtatt T MSPTeotlnff 
tVf? Pirest'ine Tyre rn^ Putter Cmoany, I hw* tie 
honour to report thrt on th* *Oth Xaetoit « of the 
pc-rt^os who Cuts# ffr >:t* ti*e Jnit^d ^t* te*? to exFU&ina 
condition* here with a vie to runoer planting,eel ed 
^ fox -«ew fork vi© ovrop r with ■£ draft or the r.grceu er ■. 

for aubaisticm to Me h«ad >f: n J oe. a claner 
the agent? uf the j-aerlof.ii flarft on the l^tl; Inetr-nt by 
th* Pxeeirenh cf thfl l^puhlin f nt which the rent of 
El 1*3- DrtBpflter - t -rar orarrnt, t• p ^rerident v.rde a 
ei^c in ! Ic‘ * e ft* if d that the ngf errata t wa* new 
unduly in of the hrir U conce:^, nd thet 

V? T *1 ?. it If it @oit* t* a ?!r*‘tone Ootopaioi. 

?. <The question of building a breekmter ; leo 

daiae up in the a our a® of o «nvorant ion at the d Inner » 

and the 4*1*1 eh a* ent yatl** fed t at it is i&ore likely 

that the -tone Oospany till lend the money for the 

building of th* break wtet than that they will undertake 

It fthe-oeal-vee. X a) all endeavour to vrf<« the claim© of 

j’ t ief fl *qs- t * annul mot this work if it ever 

ir.t^rl. lire* /out w have t < contend with the 'o' 4 ter 

hostility of the Secretary of PtAte rolay a w).o le 
iile Majemty'p Principal 111 -“is >eed 

Feorei ^ry of Fti te 
f >r ibrtign A f in 

etc. + eto. etc*, . 
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Ill-disposed towards all *ihite people ,but pnrticulf rly 
tilards the iirltl*}'* Ae reported In ns;; Ho .40 of ^ rol 
\AV\ last .eeplt®! Ip be in n nu f ‘ t In En gland to 'oral Id 
a HrerJrvr.ter t which would of course put a different 
complexion nn matt era if It were found. It would be 
poor business for our brinks or Interests to fine the 
Or pital simply in order to ensure the ooutnots being 
riven to dr it 1 b ho ass,and as the while scheme is 
somewhat dubioue X doubt that the ,,.nney will c>g 

forthcoming tn ftaglend* 

5 . 1 pj& endeavouring to procure by discreet me? .is 
; copy of t v e *lr*Ft me Company's agreement,and if 

successful I will oorjniunicate it onoe to you. 

I )ipv^ t* e V iuour to fea 

Sir, 

ith r’prfbt truth fnd lvspeot 
four must .^otrien^ 
v humt>le 9ervtut, 









Qvgrpf&e Trede Uo^lL. 



> lyso 


BRIT TBit LE11ATIQCJ, 


i.osiam, 

June lit- 1 ■?“# 


Bir t 

Ultk reference to t^y deppi tob hy .7 1 Overseas rjrfcde, 
of -my stb last, respecting the Fir* it one lyre & F^ber 
Company, I have the honour to report that Jritleh fime 
here pre f.omev/het perturbe-ci Fit tht intent Ion® end pol_o 
wi loh era attributed to tide concern. II ere is no 
doubt that tfc ey are 1 cent! tying tl er.stflvee with Oeri^n 
rather than with British interests in the capital *the 
person ©elected *b Informal adviser b*lng * Hungarian 
o? 0 err»an uob ringing who naturally influenosi then In 
favour of things 0ermsn» ?iie tvo representatives said 
to be"prtparitt the ground for bus! *esa have rather 
asrk*«y av)id^d the ler.ling Srit lih 1 >u»*« here a? wel 
as tixlF Lection. 

?, There are two specific natters which X 
desire to bring to your notice. Firstly , there is 
some question of building a ta&li boat Eiarbour or 
nininture Ivenlcweter at Monrovia- hioh would enable 
surf boat e to work easily in heavy weather. This is a 
different and mar? modest scheme frcri that mentioned 
in m Ho,40 of March l^th to tb* Foreign Office.I am 
reliably informed that the Firestone Company migt t into eat 

tie hajesty’s Principal thrasMw* 

Secretary of Hu t* 

for Foreign Affairs t 
eto*, etc. ? etc,. 

Foreign Office, 

MNDTH.F, W,l* 










themselves In building such a host r::elter T ns tlTXB 
In tl is pert of the world &ometimer undertake 
enterprise© foreign to their ordinary line of ousinees, 

I am enquiring into the question of the shelter*wlth a 
view to urging the ol&lms of British construction 
cornpanies ,who would probably do it ohe r per*if it is 
to be done at all* ie ^Mle i eesrs Elder tempster’a 
Agent eitprerBed to me confidentially botzb oonoem a© 
to whether if the Firestone Company did build the 
belter they inigl t not favour the Bull l»ine in the 
matter of rat^e * Seeing that American concerns in 
foreign parts "pull together" in many caees, I think 
Vis apprehensions are founded # though unless eno until 
the shelter If built the eueetion he© no practical 
application* 

3 , It ^ay be relevant to remark that the 
Liberian Agenoy of the dull Lin© ha© been taken away 
fror. the (tutOh) QoetafrUceaaaohe Conipagnie.and given 
to 3. - hinklage .German manager of the Dieden Went «frioe 
Cowiy .a firm legally Swedish .but believed by many 
to be .. German louse xj’eauernding as Swedish. Linklnge 
ie the leader of thr German oolonyr he re,and an aotive 
Qe man propsi^nd 1st, 

4 . a turtl er point of interest arise© in 
regard to the motive of the firm in choosing Liberia 
rather than a British-African Colony as the seat of 
its enterprise. One of the representatives explalneo 
to e trader here that if they established or bought 
a ple-ntatlon In our Colonies they would only be allowed 
to tap the trees under certain restricting regulations: 

that these restrictions were not really made to 

preserve 







preserve tbe "life” of the trse *but to keep up the 
price of rubber; and that In I*ib*iia they could do as 
they wiehefl* I dp apt know i:mt foundation there 
my be for such rem.■■Tkg t b , ut I set tliem down for wliat 

they are «eortft* 

* 

5* The Frpnoh Chargtf d* 'faires inf or- s me 
that the President of the Republic >iae told the 
Firestone Company's ’representatives thet he cannot 
C?ent tlwm the oonoeeticn they reauire "owing to the 
jealouey of the Freud and British"* he shall see 

before long whether this ir. In h e; the Liberian 
at.t itude , 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

hith great truth and respect 
Your moat obedient 

humble Servant, 






w 




/ 


rseas Tr<:d a II^Z « 


dBTl'X?:. lio*fIOH, 
^O^KIVI.i. 
hay 5t.Ji.l924. 


Fir, 


I hive the honour to repo t that a repraser. tiva 
of tl.e hlr«Btono Tyre u lubber Coiipaoj described as aa 
•uerlcan fins .recently pale a visit to this country, 
with a, view to at c^rUaiiiixig h</« Tar local soil and 
conditions -cnerallv *re suitable to the growth of 
rubber on :i 1 • rge sbait*. vie expert *e name is -toss ,and 
he stated tint L* v*c si ;ne of three experts despatched 
bi t' e ftra to different countries for the purpose of 
finding which ie the most suiUiole for the undertaking 
Ihdi^rt d. he informed ieli&bl* persons here that he 
■ A is eut.r^lN titfied with the condltione obtaining 
in Liberie in rerr-rd to oort of 1 a pour , lea ling of land, 

etc, 


i. ijcoozding ;o thin cntle ^u,Uls firm 
propose,if ti-ey should dsoldi to ooi^e ;j.ere,to eetc bli£ 
rubber—growing on <-. hrg© bqs. 1©* spoke of buj, in if 
th*e Monrovia ioe-fdant es a speculation,and as a convenience 
for the film's whit© etaff, of special shipping arrange 
-nieiitB t ani generally of work on lines g eater than 
those followed by any enterprise at present in the 
Republic- <£y service in the United states taught me to 

is Majesty's Principal discount 

Secretary of State 

for Foreign affairs, 

®to, t etc,, eto• t 
Foreign Office, 

LO^LOJS ,S 1, 








discount soaewh&t the often extravagant ennounoement© 

of American business concerns t but even allowing f r 
exaggeration I believe that tie enterprise will .ssuae 
large proportions in comparison to the petty a zde. t.\klngi 
in t hm rubber plantation line already existin^ e: t. 

3 , hews iias now cone to hand tl^at tLis firm )&& 
leased the large building in Monrovia known as "di 
Brookes* College"’,which v as built at great cost by 
Asiirricsn relif-'inuB enthusiasts who later withdrew on 
finding spiritual competition too keen. Aooozding to 
ti e American legation here f an advance party of experts 
from the firm's headquarters will arrive in the Ocrn^c of 

a few weeks to prep i re ti e vmy for the new gftterp *lse. 

a 4 Tkrt letter is of internet inasmuch as it 
9 >, T il 1 undoubtedly at imitate tudf jvith Liberia t and perl b 

encourage other firms \o i iltute V. e American concern, 
provided aiways that the whole undertaking la not 
£tr,n*;led taxation of exports Boon as it oegina to 
show a profit, ar has happened so ofsta in Liberia in 
the pHst. Indeed it is for tills reason that-1 would 
rather the initial large-scale experiment were trier ay r. 
foreign fira. If tliey succeed our firms mi* lit come in to 
oowpete,whilst if the Liberian Government crushes them 
the cost of the experiment does not cone out of British 

pookete. 

5, I understano Uiat one of ^-jor Dunning * 0 
subsidiary companies claim to liew certain rights which 
tv c; f^p.r may be trespassed on by the new enterprise. 

X enquiring into this,but I confess to certain doubts 
c.£ to that gentleman's business undertakings in Libtrii:. 

I have the honour to be> 

Sir, 

Jtnx ruth t.;d respect 

Yuur must obedient 
Lumole ServanJ, 




